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THE   LIMITS   OF   EVOLUTION
By G. E. UNDERBILL

I. THE PROBLEM

1.   The relation of Philosophy to the Sciences.

2.   Within what limits does the process of Evolution hold good ?

3.   The meaning of Evolution.

II. PRESUPPOSITIONS OP EVOLUTION

4.   at Becoming.

5.   Z>, One and Many.

6.   c, Things.

7.   dt Time and Space; e, Force.

III.  GAPS IN NATURE AND IN KNOWLEDGE

8.   Science, though it assumes the homogeneity of matter and that Natura

non facit saltum, recognises the gaps between the inorganic and the
organic, and between life and mind.

IV. EVOLUTION IN THE INORGANIC SPHERE

9.   Science regards even the chemical elements as evolved from homogeneous

matter according to eternal laws of motion.

10.   Science (a) never deals with origins, (b) aims to express differences of

quality in terms of quantity.

11.   But differences of quality, though they have quantitative aspects, are not

mere  differences of quantity:   they are  no less real  and  no  more
phenomenal than differences of quantity.

12.   The aspects of things, with which mechanical science deals, are products

of mental creation and are measured by standards which again are
products of mental creation.

13.   Thus mechanical science limits its Evolution to the changes of position

and shape of homogeneous particles of matter according to eternal laws
of motion.

14.   Natural Selection may be regarded as due to Chance, if by Chance is

meant a cause or causes unknown to human calculation.    But c blind'
Chance is not a possible object of science.
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